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December 8, 1942 

Captain Frederick R. Hook, U. S .3. 
U. S, Xaval Hospital 
Oakland, California 

Dear Captain Hook: 

I certainly enjoyed your recent l e t t e r  ma delayed writing you w i t h  the 
hope t h a t  we would be going full blast and I could tell you about it, 
forknate ly ,  all our supplies have not yet arrived and we are s t i l l  w a i t i q ,  
which 3: a n  gradually learning t o  do w i t h  great proficiency since entering 
the sePvice, 

Unt 

file physical a e t  up of tile hospital is complete ariu resembles any other 
Y k  have f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  about 990 'mds an6 it is pro- a m  s ta t ion  hospital. 

bable t h a t  t h i s  will grow t o  ai;out 1200 in t h e  near Suture. 
quite fortunate i n  the  orjani.dAon of the  surgical service. 
men heading t h e  respective sections of orthopclics, septic surgery, &nu gen- 
eral surgery were trained at Tulane and were associated with us tiiere before 
entering the service. 
considerable responsibility, 
by w e l l  trained apecial is ts  who are firie fellows. In f a c t  our personnel in 
general consists of unumaUy well-trained and pleasant individuals, 
greatest  d i f f icu l ty  seem t o  be gett ing suppUes but we hope this w i l l  soon 
be corrected ( i n  fac t ,  I heard today that  three carlcad of supplies have just  
arrived) 

I have been 
Three of the  

This makes it not only pleasant but relieves nw of 
Our G, U, and X.I!.N.T. service8 are a l so  headed 

Our 

I was i n  Atlanta recently to attend a aeetinrj of the Chiefs of Services 
of the  Fourth Service Coomand and ,net a number of f r iends among whom were 
Colonel Morgan and Nick Carter, Seeing thein again was most enjoyable and 
w e  indulged in pleareant reminiscences of our barn-stondng tour, 
presence Lmld have ,=de it mom delightful. 

Only your 

I want t o  tell you again how much I regret that  the meeting of the 
Amrican College was called off,  for I had made arrangements here io fly up 
and wa8 looking forward t o  seeing you. 
c d n g  through here on your way t o  or  froin Virginia, I hope you can arrange 
t o  stop with UEB. 
abatraction and t ranslat ion i n t o  Spanish t o  publish i n  Anierica Clinica. 
of course, will not prevent you from &ablishing it  elsewhare i n  t h i 3  country, 

If there i s  aqy poas ib i l i ty  or' you 

In  any evant, I would like to  get a copy of your paper for 
This, 

Fortunately elnee w i v i n g  here, I have had &Picient time t o  contiraacr 
ny writing and ed i to r i a l  work and have already completed several publications, 
However, I s t i l l  have much to  do n i t h  several a r t ic les ,  par t ia l ly  completed 
and one section on Surgical Anrsbiasis t o  be done for Lewis '  System of Sur- 
gery. Th8Se W i n  keep rW f= gett ing rusty. 
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Christwae will awn be here BO, i n  addition t o  my best regrasds, l e t  me 
wish you and yours a most enjoyable Christms. 

% ? 8 F + 3 C t f U w  3WUr8, 

Michael E, Debkey, 
Captain, X, COB 
Chief of Surgical Service. 
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